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From the  

director 

Katie Martin 

Since our last newsletter we have had a 

jam packed month at Unity.  We had a 

beautiful day for our first pumpkin run.  

Thank you to Tiffany Cavanaugh and 

Jaime Vehovsky for a great idea and excel-

lent execution. Children had a great time 

decorating cupcakes, making beautiful 

frames, and gathering pumpkins.  We hope 

this will become an annual event. 

 

Our second conferences of the year were 

very informative to both parents and teach-

ers.  We are off to a great start this year 

and I have had nothing but wonderful feed-

back from all the classrooms. Both teach-

ers and parents thought holding these the 

day after Halloween was a brilliant idea. 

We thank you for taking the time to come 

in and chat about your child. 

 

I saw 39 families attending our Italian Din-

ner Night.  Both parents and children en-

joyed the magic of Kelly the magician.  In 

an age of video, computers, and instant 

entertainment, it was nice to see that a live 

performance can still capture the awe of 

children.  I saw many children mesmerized 

by what they were seeing. 

A huge thank you to Elena Nocera and 

Daryl Johnson for coordinating this event, 

this was there swan song and they really outdid 

themselves.  Thank you to all who helped to set-

up, clean up and provide desserts, salads, and 

beverages. 

 

With Thanksgiving just a few weeks away I 

want to thank so many people who make Unity 

the special place it is.  The staff at Unity is the 

hardest working and dedicated group I have ever 

seen.  They all put in many outside hours of 

their personal time  in creating classrooms cur-

riculum, assessing children’s needs and making 

sure that each and every day is special.  Their 

effort is obvious as I spend time each day in the 

classrooms.   

 

I want to thank Lynn Ryan and her board for the 

all the work and hours that they put in.  Parents 

who donate time both in and out of the class-

room make Unity a better school.  Their efforts 

in fund raising allow the staff to continue to 

develop their skills as teachers as well to pro-

vide a wide variety of supplies for the class-

room. 

 

Finally thank you to all the wonderful children 

we have here at Unity.  Without them none of us 

would be here.  They bring joy to our lives and 

we thank you for sharing them with us. 
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Katieôs Soapbox  
 

It is that time of year where I get a little preacher regard-

ing the holidays, please bear with me.  Since we will not 

have a December newsletter I am getting on my soapbox 

a little earlier.   

 

It is hard to believe that in just a few short weeks the 

holiday season will be in full bloom.  Having had a part-

time job in the retail industry for the past 8 years I see it 

every day.  Holiday products arriving to stores in mid-

September, Christmas trees up at the beginning of Octo-

ber and Christmas music on the radio staring the begin-

ning of November.  I find the holidays busy, hectic, but I 

love it. 

 

From experience I know we are all trying to create 

“magic moments” for our children.  Late nights, changes 

in routine, less attention from mom and dad, more atten-

tion from relatives who may be a bit intimidating; theses 

are a few of the reasons children may experience diffi-

culty enjoying holiday activities planned by adults.  As 

many of you know my story of when my oldest daughter 

was asked by a teacher about a holiday tradition in our 

family, her answer was we have a big party every year 

and my mom is grumpy for two weeks, OUCH! That was 

telling.  The moral, less is more.  Pick one special activity 

and have fun at that.  At Unity we try to minimize holi-

day tension by sticking to our routine.  It is comforting to 

children to be able to count on knowing how the day will 

 

Hat and Mitten Drive 
 

During this holiday season Unity will collect new hats 

and mittens to be given to children in need.  Items col-

lected will be donated to ESCCA (Evanston School 

Children Clothing Association).  For those not familiar 

with ESCCA it is an organization I have been involved 

with since my children started public school back in 

1984.  Their mission is that no child should miss a day 

of school for lack of clothing.  They clothe children 

from kindergarten through 8th grade.  They are always in 

need of hats and mittens, and gloves at this time of year. 

 

A “tree” will be located in the Noyes Street entrance hall 

and hats and mittens can be placed on the “tree” from 

December 1st-December 16th.  I will then deliver them 

to the ESCCA “store” located in the District 65 admini-

stration building. 

This is an opportunity to help our children understand the 

concept of giving to those less fortunate.  I hope you will 

spend some time talking with your child and let them par-

ticipate in purchasing the items you wish to donate.  

Many thanks. 

Katie 

pass at school.  We often see play which mimics holiday 

preparations taking place at home.  Conversations at the 

snack table may revolve around holiday plans and 

events.   

 

Make sure you take time for yourself; here are a few 

reminders for parents in coping with stress for them-

selves and your children: 

¶ Use humor – laugh 

¶ Ask for help from others and accept help 

¶ Learn to accept what you cannot change 

¶ Talk it out 

¶ Get enough sleep 

¶ Stay flexible 

¶ Balance work and family 

¶ Schedule quiet time for yourself. 
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As an alternative to teacher gifts, the staff would like to suggest that you 

give a gift to Unity Nursery School. 

 

We’ve put together a “wish list “with suggestions of toys, books and sup-

plies.  The list will be posted at the Noyes Street entrance beginning Mon-

day, November 28th. 

 

If you would like, take a star off the poster, shop for the item, wrap it and 

bring the gift to school.  Teachers will open the gifts during group time. 

 

This is one way to begin teach children about giving to others.  If you 

have a question about a gift or where to find an item, please check with 

Katie. 

 

January already! 
 

January will bring registration for the 2011-2012 school year.  Look for information packets after the 

holidays. 

 

 I know that many summer programs start recruiting in early January.  Please remember that Unity has 

its own summer program Unity Bunch.  Unity Bunch is an eight week program for children who are 

currently attending Unity or will be attending Unity in the 2011-2012 school year.  Children going off 

to kindergarten are also invited to attend.  Children attending Unity bunch MUST be toilet trained as 

we are often out the school building making diaper changing difficult. 

 

Unity Bunch will run Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays beginning June12th and running till Au-

gust 2nd from 9:00-12:30.  Children will bring their lunch from home. 

 

Unity Bunch will feature field trips, water days, science activities along with cooking, and craft pro-

jects.  It is sure to be fun filled summer here at Unity.  Look for more information your mailbox in late 

February. 

 

Holiday Bazaar 3rd Annual Holiday Bazaar-  

Please mark your calendars for a great day of holiday shopping after drop off or before 

pick up between 9-1:45 on Wed, Nov. 30th.    

All vendors give 15-20% of their sales from this day directly back to Unity so it is a 

great way to support our school, check off those holiday shopping lists and support 

local artists. 

 Coffee and refreshments will be served while you browse unique jewelry, organic 

bath and body products, handmade clothing and hats, stationery and many toy and gift 

ideas for the little ones~ 

 Bring your check books, tell your friends, and shop til you drop on November 30th!! 
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Calendar  

November/ December 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

20 21 22 23 

No school 

Thanks 

24 

No school 

Giving 

25 

No school 

Break  

26 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

Winter 

break 

24 

Unity Nursery School is a non-sectarian, developmental preschool that provides a warm, 

nurturing environment for children ages two through five. Our aim for each child is to: 

· Promote social, emotional, and intellectual growth. 

· Foster the development of a positive self-image. 

· Encourage learning and experimentation in the context of play. 

· Provide a comfortable, fun, and safe transition from home to school. 

 

 

Newsletter layout by Alicia Salinas 

Unity Mission  

Upcoming 

Events 

 

NO LUNCH BUNCH TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

 

NO SCHOOL NOVEMBER 23-25 

 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

 

DECEMBER 22, ALL SCHOOL PAJAMA DAY NO LUNCH BUNCH 

 

NO SCHOOL DECEMBER 23   


